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Gray, MacGregor in Dispute 



By Donald P, Baker 

WasliiE&ton Pasc Staff Writer 

A warning about Water- 
gate, which acting FBI Di- 
rector Ir Patrick Gray III 
telephoned less than three 
weeks after the burglary to 
Clark MacGregor, the Presi- 
dent's campaign manager, 
was taken so lightly that 
MacGregor said he didn't 
even mention the subject of 
Gray's call to another presi- 
dential aide who was in the 
room at the time. 

William E. Timmons, the 
President's con g ressional 
liaison chief, was in Mac- 
Gregor's suite at the New- 
porter Inn, (near San Cle- 
mente) when Gray called, 
bnt MacGregor said in an in- 
terview last week “I didn't 
bother" to tell about what 
Gray had said to anyone 
other than Mrs, MacGregor. 

Both the timing and na- 
ture of Gray's call are in 
dispute and the warning is 
one of the many discrepan- 
cies now being investigated 
by the Watergate special 
prosecution force, 

MacGregor said he re- 
ceived Gray's call about 11 
p.ra. (2 am, Washington 
time) on July 5, 1972. He 
never mentioned it to Fresi- 

i ,dent Nixon because Gray 
li made no request to me" to 
^teli the President and “noth- 
ing he said indicated that 
[t should," 

Gray told the Senate Se- 
lect Committee on Presiden- 
tial Campaign Activities 
that he called MacGregor 
at 10:51 a.m. (7:51 am. Cali- 
fornia time) on July 6, 1972, 
and that 37 minutes later, 
the President called him 
from San Clemente to con- 



I gratulate the FBI for termi- 
nating a hijacking the pre- 
vious day. 

Gray testified that he 
old MacGregor that “I felt 
hat people on the White 
House staff were careless 
and indifferent in their use j 
of the CIA and FBI. I also 
Expressed the thought that 
this activity was injurious to 
the CIA and FBI and that 
these White House people 
were wounding the Presi- 
dent." 

r Gray said he asked Mac- 
Gregor to “please inform 
the President and it is my 
best recollection that he 
j(Mac Gregor) said he would 
handle it.” 



1 ■■ 

MacGregor said in the in- 
terview that at the time 
Gray said he called, Mac- 
Gregor and Ms wife, Bar- 
bara, were swimming in the 
motel pool. He recalled that 
Herb Klein, then the Presi- 
dent's communication direc- 
tor, and Mrs. Klein also 
were at poolside. 

Klein, now a vice presi- 
dent of Metromedia, Inc., 
said through a spokesman 
this week that he remem- 
bered talking with the Mac- 
Gregors at poolside that 
morning. 

“And Clark mentioned 
something about getting a 
call from Pat Gray the pre- 
vious night" Klein said. 
Klein said his conversation 
with MacGregor occurred 
between 7 and 7:30 am,, 
just as Mr. and Mrs. Klein 
were check out of the motel 

To support his contention 
that the call was made the 
morning of July 6, Gray 
gave the Senate committee 
logs of the director's tele- 



phone calls, kept by an FBI 
clerk. 

The logs indicate that 
Gray attempted to call Mac- 
regor at IQ:47 a.m. (7:47 
.m. California time) but 
at MacGregor was out, 
d that a ‘‘Mrs. Jablonski" 
;ook the message. 

At 10:51 am. (7:51 am.), 
he log shows, Gray spoke 
;o MacGregor in San Cle- 
nente via the White House 
switchboard 

The President called Gray 
; it 11:25 a.m. (8:25 a.m. Cali- 
fornia time), a time that is 
not in dispute. 

The special Watergate 
grand jury reportedly has 
heard from both E. E. 
Thompson, the FBI clerk 
who kept Gray's log, and 
Lea Jablonsky, a secretary 
who worked for MacGregor, 
Neither Thompson nor Miss 
Jablonsky would comment 
on the telephone call when 
contacted this week. 

Both Gray and MacGre- 
gor also have testified be- 
fore the Watergate grand 

jury* 

A spokesman for Water- 
gate Prosecutor Archibald 
Cox would not comment on 
any phase of the investiga- 
tion. 

Asked how he might ex- 
plain the notations in Gray's 
log book, MacGregor said, 
“Gray testified to the (Sen- 
ate Watergate) committee 
that he lied both to his 
friend, Sen. (Lowell) Wel- 
ker (R-Conn.) and (Henry E.) 
Petersen." Weicker is a 
member of the Senate Wa- 
tergate committee and- 
Petersen is an assistant at- 
ney general. 

Gray said h e cal led Mac- 

l u£f \ $;*: 

1 1 xt&i&A <v 

: ira* M 

' ir w*‘ «»' -• 

item* i 

! "fKi hL 

I ft ^ 



just talked to Clark Mac- 
Gregor and asked him to 
speak to you about this.” 
Gray said “there was a , 
slight pause, and the Presi- 
dent said, Tat, you just 
continue to conduct your ag- 
gressive and thorough in- 
vestigation.' ” 

While MacGregor and 
Gray's testimony before the 
Senate committee differs on 
many points, it appears to 
be in agreement on Gray's 
statement that he would 
call the President after 
their meeting on the morn- 
ing of July 6, and warn him 
of their mutual concern 
about a possible cover-up. 

MacGregor, a five-term 
Republican congressman 
from Minnesota who now is 
a vice president of United 
Aircraft Corp., discussed 
the call in a deposition 
given last month in the 
Democrats ci/vil action 
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